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Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Budget Amendments 
June 8, 2007 

Dear Madam Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed FY 2008 Budget amendments for the 
Departments of Commerce, Energy, Home-
land Security, Justice, and Transportation, as 
well as the Legal Services Corporation. Over-
all, the discretionary budget authority pro-
posed in my FY 2008 Budget would not be 
increased by these requests. 

This transmittal also contains FY 2007 pro-
posals and FY 2008 Budget amendments for 
the Legislative Branch. As a matter of comity 
between branches, appropriations requests 
of the Legislative Branch are transmitted 
without change. 

The details of these amended requests and 
proposals are set forth in the enclosed letter 
from the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on June 11. 

The President’s News Conference 
With President Georgi Parvanov of 
Bulgaria in Sofia, Bulgaria 
June 11, 2007 

President Parvanov. Distinguished 
members of the delegation, ladies and gen-
tlemen: I would like briefly to outline the 
results of the discussions we just had and just 
closed with the President of the United 
States, George Bush. I must say, this is a very 
significant visit. It is another proof, a very 
cogent proof of the fact that our two coun-
tries’ relations are in their best state now in 
more than a hundred years of their establish-
ment. 

I am happy we had a chance today to draw 
the balance sheet of what has happened in 
the interim since the meeting, our visit there 
in Washington in October 2005. And indeed, 
the balance sheet is definitely positive. The 
United States and Bulgaria continue to be 

good, reliable partners within NATO, within 
the peacekeeping missions in different parts 
of the world. This is a firm, long-term com-
mitment. It is not affected by the changes 
and setup of the political situations in both 
countries. 

The second thing that strikes about it is 
the new dynamics in the development of our 
economic relations. We have either new or 
updated treaties, bilateral treaties, which give 
the framework of our business contacts. 
There has been a sharp trend of improving 
the term over—and the American invest-
ments in Bulgaria, and the number of U.S. 
tourists to Bulgaria also is on the increase. 
However, this is not the ceiling. We believe 
there is a much greater potential, and this 
is why we should seek and explore the ave-
nues of promoting these trends in several di-
rections: A, by presenting a better, fuller, and 
more adequate image of Bulgaria in the 
United States, with an emphasis on the busi-
ness information, addressed to the 
businesspeople. And I hope that the newly 
setup foundation, America for Bulgaria, will 
promote these efforts. 

Second, in the foreseeable future, very 
soon we will hopefully have a positive solu-
tion on the visa regime, on facilitating, lifting 
the visa barriers. And we do appreciate ev-
erything that President Bush has personally 
been doing in the light of the negotiations 
within the United States and the European 
Union. And we, in turn, pledge to do our 
best to meet our commitments on the secu-
rity, which is one of the major criteria in ad-
dressing this issue. 

I believe we should make an effort to im-
prove the structure of trade and investment. 
And I did lay down to my guest, President 
Bush, the possibility for a more significant 
involvement of American businesses in the 
major energy projects, both in Bulgaria and 
the Balkans, in the infrastructure, in the de-
fense industry. A better cooperation in this 
area, in the defense industry, could be an 
important incentive for the development of 
our economy as a whole. I do hope we will 
have President Bush—the support of Presi-
dent Bush and the United States in our effort 
to modernize our armed forces at a faster 
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